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Say Goodbye to Summer

Well, we have all heard that cliché, “All good
things must come to an end.” And with sum-
mer coming quickly to it's end, we can be
thankful as pilots that the weather was so
cooperative this year.

Now, with that said, you are probably like me
and looking at a brown yard, corn that is tiny
and rivers that are crossable by foot only.
But for the pilot, it was perfect.

While looking at the flying hours for July, it
was obvious that many of us took advantage
of the perfect weather and got airborne in a
club plane for at least a little bit. Hopefully,
many of you took a little time to yourselves to
update your ticket or just spend some time in
those bright blue skies with a friend and one
of our birds.

Flying is one of those things that less than
1% of the population are qualified to perform.
But because of this limited social club, you
must maintain your proficiency in all aircraft
that you intend to fly. Why, you ask? You
owe it to yourself, your loved ones and the
Dayton Pilot’s Club.

Regular trips to the airport along with flying
time with a licensed friend (both sharing the
cost of the plane and each taking turns as
safety pilot) will keep you updated with the
aircraft and the regulations.

Many times, we think that we don’t need to
fly often. But, if you become rusty and then

fly, it is very dangerous to jump in the plane
and only after you are airborne, begin to
question more sophisticated instruments and
your ability to operate them.

When departing North or South, you run into
heavy traffic both from Dayton International
and Cincinnati. This is not the time to try to
figure out “how the damn thing works.” If you
are VFR, you need to keep your attention for
other aircraft that is often hard to spot in
bright sunlight. If you are IFR, your life is not
in your “rusty hands” along with the passen-
gers and the folks on the ground.

OK, | admit that we all can’t fly all the time.
But, if you have a trip planned, maybe an
hour or two with the plane and in the air prior
to the day of departure won'’t hurt you wallet
that much, and, | promise it will make your
trip less stressful.

There are still some good days left before
the low altitude clouds appear. Sit down and
plan a trip, short or long. We can work on
our yards next year when they start growing
again. In the words of that car salesman on
television...”get out there!”
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Lazy Circles in the Sky
Not Always Good

As | looked toward the sky above Miamis-
burg this past weekend, | could not help
but notice the Cessna circling above the
town. At first | thought that it might be a
photo opportunity that someone was pay-
ing big bucks for a great picture. But as |
continued to watch, | began to wonder if
this wasn’t a new pilot who had recently
received their license and wanted to show
off for family members or friends.

| could only think back in my early flying
years in northern Ohio and learning of a
tragic accident involving a local pilot. He
had recently received his license and like
all new pilots wanted to show off some
skills (or the lack there of) by flying low
over his family’s farm east of Canton.

| recall his wife saying he had called and
told her to get the family on the back porch
and wait until his arrival. He would circle
the farm and “wave his wings” for the fam-
ily to see.

The ensuing tragedy would unfold in front
of his wife, children and parents. As | re-
called this memory, | could not help but
worry for the pilot in the Cessna above.

As | grow older, | find myself less con-
cerned about image and more concerned
about survival. We can forget that any dis-
traction from flying the airplane can lead to
unrecoverable stalls and spins due to low
altitude.

Low level accidents are on the increase

(Aviation Safety October 2007) largely be-
cause of poor decision making. Circling at
a low altitude is not only stupid, but deadly.

The Nall Report found an increase of 10.3%
in 2005 from the 2004 numbers of 29.2 in
single engine aircraft. The AOPA Air Safety
Foundation found that “no amount of skill,
enthusiasm or confidence or will overcome
inappropriate use of critical angle of attack
or insufficient altitude.”

| was glad of one thing, and that was the
plane did not belong to the Dayton Pilot’s
Club. Maybe | was over reacting to the inci-
dent, but any pilot should at least consider
the potential for disaster.

| lost a dear friend, Corporal Jack Baxter of
the Florida Highway Patrol, in a similar acci-
dent. While circling a pair of bank robbers
in a parking lot of a grocery store, he turned
too steep, losing focus of flying the airplane,
resulting in a straight in crash to the pave-
ment. We had just had lunch together and |
had driven him to the airport.

Keep this in mind as you fly. Always fly like
a professional; not a person who chooses to
risk reducing the safety margin for impress-
ing passengers or family. | don’t want to
lose another friend.
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Around the Hanger

Send your Check Outs, Medicals, and Safety
meeting’s to Tim Smith, P.O. Box 1144,
Waynesville, Ohio 45068-1144 or e-mail: ar-
rowsmith@woh.rr.com

Schedule your check-ride with the new Zo-
diac as soon as you can get with your in-
structor.

News from AOPA

Congress demands im-
provement on flight service

Warren D. Morningstar

It's sort of like the teacher sending a weekly
report card until your grades improve. The
chairman of the House aviation subcommittee,
Rep. Jerry Costello (D-lIl.), has asked the De-
partment of Transportation to submit a pro-
gress report “every 90 days to ensure that the
FS21 [flight service twenty-first century] service
provided by Lockheed Martin is equal to or bet-
ter than the old FAA-operated system.”

In his letter to Secretary of Transportation Mary
Peters, Costello said that the report should
“include the steps that Lockheed Martin is tak-
ing to correct the prominent deficiencies, as a
result of flight service station (FSS) consolida-
tion, in providing adequate local knowledge for
every pilot’s intended route of flight.”

AOPA had testified to those deficiencies and
more during a hearing before Costello’s com-
mittee on Oct. 10, and recommended that Con-
gress ask for quarterly progress reports. But

Costello was well aware of FSS problems long
before that, as AOPA had been keeping him and
his staff well informed.

In fact, Costello opened the hearing citing the
saga of one pilot who inadvertently flew into a
presidential temporary flight restriction (TFR) be-
cause a flight service briefer had failed to tell him
about it.

AOPA has confirmed through the FAA that at
least one other pilot was caught the same way.
In one case, the briefer told the pilot that there
were no TFRs along his route of flight. In the
other case, the briefer mentioned the TFR, but
told the pilot it was “for tomorrow.” It wasn’t. And
one intercepted pilot just didn’t ask for the TFR
information.

So how can you be sure you won't find an F-16
on your wing tip on your next flight? Make sure
you get a quality briefing. AOPA has just pub-
lished a handy reference card with tips on how to
best use the new FS21 system, and how to help
the briefer help you. You'll find the pull-out card
in the November issues of AOPA Pilot and
AOPA Flight Training magazines.

Tell the briefer you're going from “foxtrot-delta-
kilo to foxtrot-romeo-golf,” rather than “Frederick
to Republic.,” Use the identifiers, rather than the
names, for your navaids and waypoints along
the route of flight as well.

Back up your briefing with other sources of infor-
mation, such as the AOPA Real-Time Flight
Planner.If you see a TFR the briefer didn’t men-
tion, ask about it.

Finally, report any problems you have with flight
service to the FAA through 888/FLT-SRVC
(888/358-7782). The FAA has the responsibility
to make sure that the new FSS system is, in fact,
,“equal to or better than,” the old one.
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Current Month Current Year
Prior Fiscal Year
Aircraft | Hrs 888 |YTD Hrs|YTD 888 | YTD Total
4506W | 2149| 000| 8864 017 88.81
1549 016] 12599 048 12647
701DP | 1480 510f 8920 6.70 9590
000 000 0.00 0.00 0.00
8078X 17300 000 8390 1.00 84.90
1980 020] 12080 090, 121.70
Totals: 5359 510 26174 187
35.29 036 24679 1.38




